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INTRODUCTION 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Runcorn. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1964. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  18.73  against  22.64  in  1963,  but 
of  10  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year,  8  were  due  to  congenital  or 
other  factors  arising  before  birth.  Since  the  causes  of  such  factors 
are  not  well  understood  their  prevention  is  very  difficult  at  present. 

The  mortality  figures  for  the  older  age  groups  were  10  deaths 
from  lung  cancer  and  22  from  chronic  bronchitis.  This  is  part  of 
the  price  the  community  pays  for  continuing  to  ignore  the  dangers 
of  atmospheric  pollution. 

There  were  59  deaths  from  coronary  thrombosis  during  the 
year.  While  the  causes  of  this  disease  are  not  fully  understood 
obesity  and  smoking  are  probably  contributory  factors. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspec¬ 
tor,  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  other  Council 
officials  for  their  help  during  the  year. 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  L.  PATTERSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
“Pool  Dale”,  Heath  Road, 
RUNCORN. 

Runcorn  2261. 
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SECTION  A — Statistics  a nd  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Area  of  Runcorn  Urban  District  in  Acres  . 

Population  at  Census,  1961  . . 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  at  30th  June 
1964 

x  -/  \s r  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Density  of  Population  (i.e.  No.  of  persons  per  acre)  ... 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1964  according  to  the 
rate  book)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1964  . £1,249,867 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1963  . . £1,227,756 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (approx.)  31st  Dec.  1964  £5,267 

Vital  Statistics 


Total  Male  Female 


LIVE  BIRTHS  . 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

...  534 

...  19.65 

279 

255 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  per  cent, 
total  live  births . 

of 

...  3.93 

STILL  BIRTHS . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

8 

...  14.76 

5 

3 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS  ... 

...  542 

284 

258 

INFANT  DEATHS  (deaths  under  1  year) 

10 

6 

4 

DEATHS 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

...  278 

...  10.23 

156 

122 

3,116 

26,035 

27,170 

8.71 

8,967 
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Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Total  Infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  18.73 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.75 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  . 37.03 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 
per  1,000  total  live  births)  . 13.11 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 
week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  .  9.37 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births)  . 33.21 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion).  Number 
of  deaths .  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  Nil 


INFANT  DEATHS  (Under  1  year)  1964 


Certified 
Causes  of  Death 

Age  at  D 

eath 

Total 

Under 

24 

hours 

Days 

Mon 

hs 

1- 

7 

8- 

14 

15- 

21 

22- 

28 

1- 

3 

4- 

6 

7- 

9 

10- 

12 

Congenital 

Malformations 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Prematurity 

— 

3 

3 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— - 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

Respiratory  Distress 
Syndrome 

1 

1 

Total 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

10 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  table  of  infant  deaths  show  that  10  children  died  before 
reaching  the  age  of  1  year,  producing  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
18.73  compared  with  22.64  in  the  previous  year. 


COMPARISON  RATES 


Year 

Popu¬ 

lation 

Per  1,000 

Population 

Per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Per  1,000 
Total  Live  and 
Still  Births 

Death 

Rate 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

1954 

24,770 

10-29 

16-83 

37-47 

27-97 

1955 

25,030 

9-74 

17-60 

45-30 

13-40 

1956 

25,460 

11-10 

18-20 

36-60 

25-30 

1957 

25,660 

9*19 

17-80 

21-78 

23-40 

1958 

25,800 

9-50 

17-50 

17-60 

19-50 

1959 

26,020 

9-65 

16-80 

36-61 

33-20 

1960 

26,350 

8-95 

17-57 

21-59 

21-14 

1961 

26,035 

10-76 

18-76 

16-32 

18-03 

1962 

26,640 

10-69 

22-11 

25-47 

21-59 

1963 

26,930 

10-28 

19-68 

22-64 

25-73 

1964 

27,170 

10-23 

19-65 

18-73 

14-76 
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SECTION  B 


Sanitary  Circumstances 

1.  Water,  (i)  The  water  supply  consists  of  water  from  Lake 
Vyrnwy  which  in  periods  of  extreme  weather  conditions  was  aug¬ 
mented  by  a  supply  of  Runcorn  Well  water.  From  early  November 
the  use  of  well  water  was  discontinued  and  River  Dee  water  substi¬ 
tuted. 

The  following  tests  were  made  by  the  Health  Department: 
15  samples  of  Vyrnwy  water,  13  samples  of  mixed  Vyrnwy  and 
well  water,  3  samples  of  well  water  and  3  samples  of  Dee  water. 

The  Runcorn  and  District  Water  Board  took  the  following 
samples:  13  samples  of  Vyrnwy  water,  2  samples  of  mixed  Vyrnwy 
and  well  water,  1  sample  of  well  water  and  5  samples  of  Dee  water. 

The  Report  of  the  Analyst  is:  The  condition  of  the  water  is 
satisfactory. 

(ii)  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  4/51  requires  the  following 
information  regarding  water  supplies  in  the  area: — 

(i)  Whether  the  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts 
has  been  satisfactory 

(a)  In  quality  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

(b)  In  quantity  .  Yes 

(ii)  Where  there  is  a  piped  supply  whether  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  were  made  of  (i)  the  raw  water  and  (ii)  where  treatment  is 
installed,  of  water  going  into  supply;  if  so 

(a)  How  many?  Yes  (i)  4  (ii)  51; 

(b)  The  result  obtained.  Number  of  coliform  organisms  per 

100  mis.  ...  . Satisfactory 

(c)  The  results  of  any  chemical  analysis  ...  Satisfactory 

(iii)  Where  the  waters  are  liable  to  have  plumbo  solvent  action  the 
facts  as  to  contamination  by  lead,  including  precautions  taken 
and  number  and  results  of  analyses: — 

Report  of  the  Analyst  does  not  indicate  plumbo  solvent 
action  in  any  of  the  testings  made. 

(iv)  Action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination — None. 

(v)  Particulars  of  the  numbers  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number 
of  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

Houses  Population 

(a)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  ...  ...  8,967  27,170 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  .  Nil  Nil 
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2.  Drainage  and  Sewage.  1  have  again  to  draw  attention  to 
the  unsatisfactory  method  of  discharge  of  untreated  sewage  into 
the  River  Mersey.  With  the  advent  of  the  New  Town  the  Council 
should  consider  the  future  design  and  layout  of  a  new  sewerage 
system  to  fall  in  line  with  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  New  Town. 

3.  Public  Cleansing.  The  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is 
maintained  by  a  fleet  of  three  Dennis  “Paxit”  rear  loading  com¬ 
pression  vehicles  with  a  fourth  vehicle  in  reserve  in  case  of  break¬ 
down,  etc.  Due  to  the  large  turnover  in  labour  and  days  lost  by 
absenteeism  and  sickness  it  is  becoming  more  difficult  to  maintain 
a  weekly  collection  especially  in  the  winter  months.  As  this  prob¬ 
lem  increases  and  further  housing  development  takes  place  new 
methods  of  collection  will  have  to  be  investigated  and  in  this  field 
the  use  of  paper  sacks  appears  to  present  the  most  satisfactory 
method. 

Disposal  of  the  refuse  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Castle  Rise 
Tip  has  continued.  The  problem  of  wind  blown  paper  on  the 
exposed  tipping  site  presents  a  major  headache  and  will  be  present 
until  the  tip  is  filled. 

4.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Inspections  made  for  all  purposes  .  . 5,301 

Nuisances  dealt  with  ...  .  ...  .  171 

Notices  served  (Informal)  .  ...  ...  76 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Record  of  Nuisances  1964 

Number  of  complaints  in  respect  of  dwellings  . 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  (embracing  171 
nuisances) 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  without 
resorting  to  Statutory  Notices  (embracing  65  nuisances) 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  as  authorised  by  the 
Council  (embracing  94  nuisances)  ... 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  (embracing  64 
nuisances) 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  from  1963  com¬ 
plied  with  in  1964  (embracing  22  nuisances)  ... 

Number  of  legal  proceedings  instituted  for  failure  to  comply 
with  Statutory  Notice 

Rent  Act,  1957 — Record  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  1964 

During  1964  there  was  only  1  application  for  a  Certificate  of 
Disrepair  which  was  issued  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects. 
There  were  no  applications  for  cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Dis- 
reoair  from  landlords. 


186 

76 

46 

42 

31 

17 

1 
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Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections 


Food  Premises: 

Bakehouses 

15 

Cafes,  Canteens  and  Restaurants 

37 

Food  Shops  . 

167 

Food  Vehicles 

18 

Licensed  Premises 

16 

Public  Market 

47 

Unsound  Food . 

58 

Other  Visits: 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

. . 

2 

Atmospheric  Pollution — Smoke  Nuisance 

34 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

152 

Complaints . 

201 

Demolition — Unfit  Property 

40 

Disinfections  and  Disinfestations 

57 

Drainage . 

336 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

22 

Hairdressers  . 

15 

House  Inspections  and  Enquiries 

245 

Housing — Improvement  Grants 

155 

Housing — Rent  Act 

4 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation  . . 

15 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries 

247 

Interviews  . . 

221 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

395 

Music  Halls  and  Theatres 

24 

Nuisance  Abatement 

405 

Offices  and  Shops  . . 

59 

Pet  Shops . 

2 

Petroleum  Acts 

39 

Piggeries . 

11 

Public  Baths  . 

7 

Public  Conveniences 

274 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers 

1 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal  . . 

832 

Rodent  Control . 

948 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . . 

30 

Waste  Land  . 

24 

Water  Supply  . 

14 

Sampling: 

Water  (Domestic) . 

•  • 

34 

Water  (Baths)  . 

.  * 

16 

Ice  Cream  and  Lollies 

•  • 

91 

Total  . . 

•  • 

5,310 
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5.  Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement 

For  the  purpose  of  recording  the  daily  measurements  of  smoke 
and  sulphur  dioxide  present  in  the  atmosphere  a  Combined  Smoke 
Filter  and  Volumetric  Sulphur  Dioxide  Apparatus  is  installed  at 
the  Health  Department,  Heath  Road.  A  second  apparatus  was 
installed  at  the  Public  Library,  Egerton  Street,  and  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  December,  1964. 

The  smoke  filter  records  the  daily  measurement  of  smoke,  the 
term  used  to  denote  all  fine  suspended  particles  collected  by  the 
filter  paper.  Air  drawn  through  the  meter  deposits  a  dark  stain  on 
the  filter  paper  which  is  changed  every  24  hours  and  a  reading 
made  by  means  of  a  reflectometer. 

The  Sulphur  Dioxide  is  measured  by  bubbling  the  air  through 
a  solution  of  hydrogen  peroxide  where  the  sulphur  dioxide  is 
oxidised  to  sulphuric  acid.  The  acidity  of  the  resulting  solution  is 
determined  by  titration  with  alkali  and  used  to  calculate  the  equiva¬ 
lent  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  air  daily. 


Amount  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  measured  by  the 
Combined  Apparatus  at  “Pool  Dale”,  Heath  Road. 


Month 

Sir 

{Expre. 

loke 

ssed  in  microgra 

Daily  / 

Sulphur 

immes  per  cubic 

Average 

Dioxide 

metre ) 

1963 

1964 

1963 

1964 

January 

216 

198 

February 

— 

167 

— 

191 

March 

— 

156 

— 

212 

April 

125 

62 

201 

124 

May 

56 

52 

123 

115 

June 

57 

55 

147 

116 

July 

47 

57 

93 

108 

August 

43 

56 

102 

103 

September 

113 

71 

145 

84 

October 

79 

167 

114 

165 

November 

117 

161 

149 

199 

December 

271 

249 

338 

218 

Average 

101* 

123 

157* 

152 

*  9  month  average 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956 — Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  Council’s  Smoke  Control  programme  is  now  at  a  stand¬ 
still  and  is  seriously  falling  behind  the  planned  target  date  for  com- 
pletition — 1970.  No  new  smoke  control  area  has  come  into  opera¬ 
tion  since  1st  October,  1963. 

It  is  again  emphasised  that  the  Smoke  Control  programme 
should  not  be  allowed  to  lag  behind  and  should  be  speeded  up  to 
recover  lost  ground.  There  is  now  no  problem  of  supplies  of  smoke¬ 
less  fuels  both  of  hard  coke  for  burning  in  room  heaters,  etc.,  and 
other  types  of  smokeless  fuel. 

6.  Public  Swimming  Baths 

The  Urban  District  Council  maintains  a  Public  Swimming 
Bath  which  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Town’s  mains  and 
passed  through  a  filtration  plant  charged  with  chlorine.  It  is  tested 
for  its  purity  and  chlorine  content  periodically  during  the  season, 
and  its  physical  characteristics  are  satisfactory.  Daily  checks  are 
made  for  chlorine  content  by  the  Baths  Superintendent. 

Eight  chemical  and  eight  bacteriological  samples  of  Bath’s  water 
were  submitted  for  analysis  and  the  Analyst  reported  on  all  samples 
that:  “The  condition  of  the  bath  is  satisfactory”. 


7.  Eradication  of  Vermin 

The  following  particulars  are  given  of  action  taken  for  the 
eradication  of  vermin: — 


Infested  and  Disinfested 


No.  of 
Council 
houses 

No.  of 
other 
houses 

No.  of 
business 
premises 

Bed  Bugs  . 

— 

5 

— 

Ants 

5 

— 

— 

Cockroaches . 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

5 

— 

8.  Rodent  Control 

During  the  year  the  administration  of  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  has  led  to  many  visits  and  treatments 
of  dwellings  and  business  premises  being  carried  out.  The  number 
of  premises  inspected  was  370. 
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Treatment  of  infestations  at  private  dwellings  is  carried  out 
free  of  charge,  but  a  charge  is  made  for  rodent  control  work  in  con¬ 
nection  with  trade  premises  and  land. 

During  the  year  1964  disinfestations  were  carried  out  by  the 
Rodent  Operator  at  295  premises;  1,470  visits  in  all  were  made. 

The  disinfestations  dealt  with  consisted  of:  Business  Premises 
90,  Private  Dwellings  196,  Council  Premises  7,  Agricultural 
Premises  2. 

A  sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  in  June.  10%  of  the  man¬ 
holes  in  the  area  were  test-baited  and  those  showing  evidence  of 
infestation  were  given  further  treatment.  Of  the  120  manholes  test- 
baited  only  nine  showed  evidence  of  infestation. 
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SECTION  C 


1  HOUSING 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  Urban  District,  31st  Dec. 

1964 

A  ^  Vy  l  •  •  •  •••  «  •  •  •••  •••  ••• 

Density  of  houses  (number  of  houses  per  acre)  . 

Number  of  houses  (new)  erected  during  1964 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  . 

(b)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  . 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority: 

Permanent  ...  . 

Prefab. 

General  Fund  .  . 

2.  Slum  Clearance  Programme — Housing  Act,  1957 

During  the  year  25  families,  comprising  71  persons  were  re¬ 
housed  by  the  Council  from  property  dealt  with  as  unfit.  Thirty- 
five  houses  were  demolished  and  one  closed. 

Orders  were  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of  34  unfit  houses, 
which  were  dealt  with  in  the  following  manner: 

(a)  By  compulsory  purchase  orders  .  ...  22 

(b)  Individual  unfit  houses  ...  .  .  12 

The  number  of  housing  inspections  carried  out  in  the  year  was 

201. 


8,967 

2.88 

Nil 

210 

2,486 

52 

10 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  unfit  houses  dealt 
with  since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Council’s  5  and  10 
year  programme  of  unfit  houses. 


Year 

No.  of  houses 
represented 
to  the  Council 

No.  of  houses 
demolished 
or  closed 

No.  of 

(a)  families ,  (b)  persons 
rehoused 

by  Local  Authority 

1955 

4 

12 

11 

33 

1956 

110 

9 

9 

29 

1957 

117 

21 

85 

240 

1958 

31 

141 

82 

202 

1959 

159 

75 

27 

79 

1960 

62 

46 

113 

329 

1961 

3 

125 

72 

195 

1962 

46 

43 

15 

48 

1963 

47 

44 

43 

146 

1964 

34 

36 

25 

71 

Total 

613 

552 

482 

1,372 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  116  houses  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  original  slum  clearance  programme  formulated  in  Dec.  1964 
remained  to  be  dealt  with.  A  further  survey  is  being  carried  out 
to  list  houses  which  have  so  deteriorated  so  as  to  be  included  as 
unfit  houses. 

3.  Improvement  of  Houses 

During  the  year  35  Standard  Grants  and  5  Discretionary 
Grants  have  been  made  to  owners  for  the  improvement  of  houses 
by  the  provision  of  amenities  to  structurally  sound  houses.  The 
amount  paid  by  the  Council  in  grants  was  £4,566. 

4.  Annual  Report  of  the  Canal  Boat  Inspector. 

The  number  of  Canal  Boats  now  passing  through  the  Urban 
District  is  negligible  and  during  1964  only  one  inspection  of  Canal 
Boats  was  made. 
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SECTION  D 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


1.  (a)  Milk  Supply 

There  are  two  dairy  farms  in  the  area  of  the  Urban  District, 
both  of  which  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 

One  dairy  in  the  area  is  licensed  for  the  Pasteurisation  of  milk 
by  the  High  Temperature  Short  Time  System. 


(b)  Milk  Sampling 

The  following  table  indicates  the  Reports  of  the  Analyst  of 
samples  taken  by  the  County  Council  in  the  Urban  District  during 
the  year  1964. 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 

Appropriate 

Tests 

No.  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Sterilised 

128 

Turbidity 

128 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested/ 

Phosphatase 

83 

..  .  .. 

Pasteurised 

83 

Methylene  Blue 

75 

5 

Tuberculin  Tested 

18 

Methylene  Blue 

18 

— 

In  three  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested/Pasteurised  Milk  the  Atmos¬ 
pheric  Shade  Temperature  was  exceeded  and  therefore  the  Methy¬ 
lene  Blue  Test  was  void. 


2.  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960. 

All  dealers’  licences  under  the  above  Regulations  are  issued 
by  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
for  the  area. 
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3.  Ice  Cream  Samples 


Fifty-three  samples  of  ice  cream,  1 1  samples  of  ice  cream  mix 
and  27  samples  of  ice  lollies  were  submitted  to  the  Analyst  for 
report;  and  the  table  herewith  gives  the  results  of  the  same: 


Type  of  Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 

1 

GRADES 

2 

3 

4 

Ice  Cream 

53 

40 

12 

— 

1 

Ice  Cream  Mix 

11 

8 

1 

2 

— 

Ice  Lollies 

27 

27 

— 

— 

— 

The  Grade  4  sample  of  ice  cream  was  taken  from  a  mobile 
vehicle  which  had  come  into  the  town  from  an  outside  district. 
The  owners  of  the  vehicle,  who  also  manufactured  the  ice  cream, 
were  informed  of  the  result,  as  was  the  local  authority  in  whose 
area  the  vehicle  was  based. 

There  are  79  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and 
1  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


1.  (a)  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 


Type 

No.  in  area 

No.  registered  under 
Sect.  16  F  and  D  Act,  1955 

Grocery  and  General  Stores 

78 

— 

Greengrocery 

21 

— 

Butchers,  Cooked  Meats 

25 

15 

Fish  and  Chips 

14 

14 

Wet  Fish 

10 

— 

Cafes,  Canteens 

21 

— 

Licensed  and  Off-Licensed 

Premises  and  Clubs 

50 

— 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

14 

— 

Sweets 

23 

— 

Total 

256 

29 
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(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 


253  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  to  food  premises 
and  43  notices  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  served  in  res¬ 
pect  of  re-decoration  of  premises,  provision  of  hand-washing  faci¬ 
lities,  renewal  of  worn  equipment,  structural  repairs,  protection  of 
open  food  and  provision  of  First  Aid  Materials. 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regu¬ 
lations. 


(c)  Unsound  Food 


The  undermentioned  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  surrendered: 


Meat  at  Retail  Shops  . 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

Canned  Meats  . 

Fish  . 

Fruit  . 

Vegetables  . 

Other  Foods  . 


.  1,838  lbs. 

70^  lbs. 
.  324i  lbs. 
.  365 1  lbs. 
95  lbs. 


56i  lbs. 
31|  lbs. 


Adulteration,  etc.— Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  for  the  following  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  his 
department  in  the  Runcorn  Urban  District  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  during  the  year  1964. 
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List  of  Samples  obtained  in  the  Runcorn  Urban  District  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1964 

Number  adulterated  or 
not  of  the  recognised 

Name  of  Sample  Number  obtained  standard  of  quality 


Apples 

Bread  . 

Brussels  Sprouts 

Cauliflower  . 

Choc.  Liq.  cocktails  ... 
Cider 

Coffee  &  chicory  essence 

Dairy  Cream  . 

Doriden  Sed.  tablets  ... 

Dried  prunes  . 

Dripping  . 

Drinking  chocolate  ... 
Drinking  chocolate,  instant 

Euvalerol  B . 

Fish  Cakes  . 

Fish  paste,  crab 
Flavouring  essence,  lemon 

Gin  . 

Ground  Ginger 
Haddock,  filleted 
Iced  lollies 

Lard  ...  ...  ... 

Lemonade  shandy 
Lettuce  ...  ...  ... 

Margarine  . 

Meat  paste,  chicken  ... 

Milk  . 

Milk  chocolate  biscuits 
Milk  condensed  full  cream 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

60 

1 


1 


unsweetened .  ..  1 

Mincemeat  .  1 

Mushrooms  .  1 

Orange  drink .  1 

Pears  .  1 

Pentazin  tablets  .  1 

Plums .  1 

Prunes  in  syrup,  tinned  ...  1 

Rum  .  1 

Saccharin  tablets  .  1 

Salad  Cream  ...  1 

Sausage,  pork .  3 

S.R.  Flour  .  2 

Suet,  shredded  beef  .  1 

Sulphacetamide  eye  ointment  . 

B.P.  1963  1 

Wheatmeal  loaf  .  1 


109 


3 
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Particulars  of  Samples  not  up  to  Standard 

No.  Sample  Result  of  Analysis  Remarks 

1  Bread  Contained  mass  of  cotton  fibres  Fined  £10  and 

with  insect  fragments  and  wing  £8-2-0  costs, 
also  part  of  leg  of  fly. 

2  Milk  Contained  dried  milk  residue.  Fined  £25  and 

moulds  and  insect  fragments.  £1-10-0  costs. 

3  Pork  Sausages  200  ppm  Sulphur  dioxide.  Seller  cautioned. 


Particulars  of  food  complaints  from  private  purchasers 


No.  From 

1  Householder 

2  Householder 

3  Housewife 


4  Householder 


5  Householder 


6  Householder 


Remarks 

Supplier 
cautioned. 

No  action. 
Complaintpassed 
to  Public  Health 
Department. 
Prosecuted,  fined 
£15  and  £3-3-0 
costs. 

Bread  which  contained  mass  of  Prosecuted, 
cotton  fibres  with  insect  frag-  Fined  £10  and 
ments  and  wing,  also  part  of  leg  £8-2-0  costs.  (See 
of  a  fly.  No.  1  in  list  of 

Samples  not  up 
to  Standard). 

Milk  which  contained  dried  milk  Prosecuted, 
residue,  moulds  and  insect  frag-  Fined  £25  and 
ments.  £1-10-0  costs. 

(See  No.  2  in  list 
of  Samples  not 
up  to  Standard). 


Nature 

Slug  in  tin  of  pinapple. 

Bristle  in  meat  pie. 

Milk  supplied  in  dirty  bottle. 


Mouldy  sausages. 


SECTION  E 


1.  Offices,  Shops  &  RaiEway  Premises  Act,  1963 

During  1964  the  Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 
came  into  operation  and  for  the  first  time  there  was  legislation 
governing  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  most  non-industrial 
workers. 


The  Act  requires  that  all  offices  and  shop  premises  where  per¬ 
sons  are  employed  have  to  be  registered  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
95%  of  the  registrations  had  been  effected. 


2.  Premises  Registered  and  Inspections  Made 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of  Premises 
registered  during 
the  year 

Number  of  Premises 
receiving  a  General 
Inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

67 

1 

Retail  Shops 

198 

8 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

7 

— 

Catering  Establishments  open  to 
the  Public,  Canteens 

27 

— 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

4 

— 

Total 

303 

9 

59  visits  of  all  kinds  were  made  to  registered  premises. 


Notices  were  served  on  the  occupiers  of  6  of  the  premises 
which  received  a  general  inspection  requiring  them  to  cany  out 
works  to  comply  with  the  Act. 


Works  requiring  attention  included  abatement  of  overcrowd¬ 
ing  in  offices,  re-decoration  of  rooms,  insufficient  lighting  and  ven¬ 
tilation,  provision  of  running  hot  water  to  wash  basins,  provision 
of  thermometers  and  first  aid  kits. 
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3.  Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 
Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

2,504 

Retail  Shops 

706 

Wholesale  Department  Warehouses 

21 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public 

139 

Canteens 

89 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

8 

Total 

3,467 

Total  Males 

2,085 

Total  Females 

1,382 

4.  Exemptions 

There  were  no  applications  from  occupiers  for  exemption 
of  their  premises  in  respect  of  the  space,  temperature,  sanitary  con¬ 
venience  or  washing  facilities  requirements. 
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SECTION  F 

Deaths,  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases,  Statistics 
1.  CANCER  DEATHS 

During  the  year  there  were  48  deaths  recorded  from  cancer  as 
compared  with  54  in  1963. 


Details  of  Cancer  Deaths  over  the  past  Five  years 


Year 

Site 

Ag 

e  Group 

is  in  Years 

i 

75 

and 

over 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

popu¬ 

lation 

i 

Total 

all 

ages 

1-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65-74 

M 

F 

1960 

Stomach  . . 

— 

_ 

3 

2 

1 

r 

4 

2 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

8 

6 

2 

< 

1-78 

14 

2 

Other  Sites 

— 

2 

7 

9 

7 

t 

10 

15 

1961 

Stomach  . . 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

4 

r 

5 

2 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

10 

7 

2 

< 

2-07 

16 

3 

Other  Sites 

— 

5 

9 

9 

5 

l 

12 

16 

1962 

Stomach  . . 

_ _ 

_ 

3 

3 

2 

r 

4 

4 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

5 

5 

1 

\ 

2*14 

11 

— 

Other  Sites 

— 

4 

14 

10 

10 

L 

15 

23 

1963 

Stomach  . . 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

2 

r 

5 

2 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

7 

4 

— 

\ 

200 

11 

- - 

Other  Sites 

— 

1 

17 

12 

6 

1 

18 

18 

1964 

Stomach  . . 

_ 

.  . 

3 

5 

2 

r 

7 

3 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

7 

— 

1 

1-77 

7 

3 

Other  Sites 

— 

4 

11 

6 

7 

13 

15 

2.  Infectious  and  other  Notifiable  Disease,  1964 


(Corrected  Notifications) 


Age  Groups  of  Cases  Notified 

Disease 

Un- 

65 

Total 

der 

1- 

3- 

5- 

70- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

and 

1 

2 

4 

9 

14 

24 

44 

64 

over 

Measles 

15 

107 

114 

119 

2 

1 

- 

_ . 

-- 

358 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

— 

9 

Erysipelas  . . 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

2 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

3 

6 

3 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

18 

115 

119 

130 

6 

3 

6 

4 

— 

401 

Tuberculosis  notifications  are  given  in  a  separate  section  of 
the  report 
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3.  TUBERCULOSIS 


Table  indicating  Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
over  the  last  ten  years. 


Pulmanary  Tuberculosis 


Year 

Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1955 

11 

4 

15 

— 

1 

1 

1956 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

1957 

3 

5 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1958 

5 

— 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1959 

7 

3 

10 

1 

- - 

1 

1960 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1961 

3 

6 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1962 

7 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

1963 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1964 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the  Register  during  1964 


Reason  for  Removal 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Recovered 

4 

1 

Left  District 

— » 

1 

— 

— 

Died 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

2 

— 

— 
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TOTAL  DEATHS,  1964 


Causes  of  Deaths 


Males  Females 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria  ...  . 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

8.  Measles  ...  . 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach . 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus . 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes  ... 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  . 

22.  Influenza  ...  . 

23.  Pneumonia  ...  . 

24.  Bronchitis  . 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

34.  All  other  accidents  . 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Total  ...  156  122 


Comparability  Factors:  Births  0.98  Deaths  1.29 
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Annex  attached  to  report: 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1964  FOR  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  RUNCORN  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 

CHESHIRE 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1961 
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FART  1  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

CO 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number 

\ 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

{4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(3) 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

7 

-  - 

_ _ 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (7)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . . 

67 

22 

2 

_____ 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Autho¬ 
rity  (excluding  out-workers’  pre¬ 
mises) 

21 

15 

4 

Total 

95 

37 

6 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found.  (If  defects  are  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned 
as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(0 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Referred 

(2) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage,  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences :  (S7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

5 

5 

— 

2 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective. . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Out-work) 

-  .  , 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

TOTAL  .. 

6 

6 

_ 

3 

, 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Secti 

on  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(i) 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Section 
133(l)(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the 
Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

( 4) 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

{6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  4 

"  Making  etc. 
Cleaning  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

apparel 

.Washing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Household  linen . 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

_ 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Curtains  and  furniture 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

hangings. 

•  •  •  •  .  .  . 

4 

— 

— 

« - 

— 

Furniture  and  upholstery... 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate  . 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

File  making 

...  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

- - 

Brass  and  brass  articles  . . . 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Fur  pulling  . 

Iron  and  steel  cables 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

and  chains 

Iron  and  steel  anchors  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

and  grapnels 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cart  gear  . 

..  ...  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Locks,  latches  and  keys  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc . 

— 

— 

_ 

- - 

- - * 

- - 

Artificial  flowers  ... 

— 

- , 

_ 

— 

— 

- - 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

— 

— 

____ 

— 

— 

- - 

Tents 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

Sacks 

.  ...  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls... 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

- - - 

Paper  bags . 

The  making  of  boxes  or 
other  receptacles  or  parts 
thereof  made  wholly  or 

partially  of  paper 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Brush  making 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Pea  picking 

.  ,  .  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Carding  etc.  of  buttons  etc. 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Stuffed  toys 

...  ... 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

- - 

- - 

Basket  making  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas 

— 

— 

— 

— * 

— 

stockings,  etc . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Textile  weaving  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades  . 

~ 

■ 

“ 

Total 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
RUNCORN  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 

INTRODUCTION 

To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Runcorn  Divisional  Health  Committee 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Health  Education  is  a  very  important  job.  To  keep  people 
healthy  and  to  extend  the  possibilities  of  preventive  medicine, 
people  will  need  to  be  taught  how  to  keep  healthy. 

The  department  tackles  this  task  in  the  following  ways: 

(1)  Child  Welfare  Centres — These  centres,  which  continue  to 
be  very  well  attended,  have,  as  one  of  their  main  purposes,  the 
teaching  of  infant  care. 

(2)  Ante-Natal  Classes — These  classes,  held  at  Stockton 
Heath,  Grappenhall,  Frodsham,  and  Runcorn,  teach  expectant 
mothers  about  childbirth  and  infant  care.  At  each  of  them,  a 
physiotherapist  teaches  them  relaxation  exercises. 

(3)  At  Schools — This  is  a  new  venture  begun  during  this  year. 
At  Stockton  Heath  County  Secondary  School  and  Helsby  County 
Grammar  School  for  Girls,  the  Health  Visitors,  with  the  active  help 
and  encouragement  of  the  Heads  of  these  schools,  hold  a  series  of 
lessons  on  Health  Education  and  Mothercraft,  for  the  Senior 
Girls.  I  hope  this  work  can  be  extended. 

(4)  Merseyside  Cancer  Education  Committee — This  area  has 
been  well  to  the  fore  in  requesting  lectures  from  this  organisation, 
which  aims  to  teach  the  necessity  of  early  recognition  of  signs  of 
cancer,  thus  leading  to  early  and  successful  treatment. 

(5)  Posters — Regular  displays  of  posters  are  shown  in  all  Clinic 
Centres,  a  particular  topic  being  chosen  and  changed  every  six 
weeks. 

The  demands  upon  the  Domestic  Help  Service  are  always  in¬ 
creasing.  Because  of  the  large  amount  of  work,  the  Domestic  Help 
Supervisor  will  require  assistance  shortly  if  she  is  to  keep  adequate 
supervision  of  the  home  helps.  Such  supervision  is  needed  to  make 
sure  that  this  expensive  Service  is  used  to  the  best  advantage. 
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There  are  35  places  in  the  Day  Nursery.  46  children  are  kept 
on  the  register  to  maintain  the  average  daily  attendance  at  35. 
Twenty-six  children  attend  because  there  is  a  pressing  medical  or 
social  need,  while  another  twelve  are  the  children  of  teachers  and 
nurses.  The  waiting  list  is  86.  It  has  been  necessary  during  the  year 
to  ask  some  parents  to  take  their  children  out  of  the  Nursery  so 
that  children  whose  need  is  urgent  can  be  admitted.  So  far  as  I  can 
tell,  I  think  this  will  need  to  be  done  more  frequently  in  future. 

The  needs  of  the  elderly  continue  to  occupy  a  lot  of  the  time 
and  resources  of  the  Department.  We  are  very  grateful  for  the  help 
received  from  the  Old  Peoples’  Welfare  Committee  and  the  “Meals 
on  Wheels”  Services. 

In  October,  Nurse  G.  Roberts,  the  District  Nurse/Midwife  for 
Daresbury,  retired  after  20  years’  service.  She  served  the  community 
well. 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  record  the  deaths  of  two  members 
of  the  Committee — County  Councillor  A.  Jones  during  his  year  as 
Chairman,  and  Councillor  A.  R.  Allen. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Divi¬ 
sional  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  help  to  me  on  all 
occasions. 

The  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
and  his  staff,  the  Clerk  to  the  Divisional  Health  Committee,  the 
staff  in  my  Divisional  Health  office,  and  the  nursing  staff  in  the 
Divison,  has  been  greatly  appreciated. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  PATTERSON 


Divisional  Health  Office, 
36  Halton  Road, 
RUNCORN 
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SECTION  22 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


There  are  eight  Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Division,  four  of 
which  are  held  in  County  owned  premises  (Runcorn,  Frodsham, 
Grappenhall  and  Stockton  Heath)  and  four  of  which  are  held  in 
premises  rented  by  the  County  Council  for  the  actual  sessions 
(Helsby,  Kingsley,  Weston  Point  and  Grange  Neighbourhood  Unit, 
Runcorn). 

The  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  as  follows: — 


Frodsham 

Clinic  Centre 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

The  Rock 

at  2-0  p.m. 

Grappenhall 

Clinic  Centre 
Springfield  Avenue 

Tuesdays  at  2-0  p.m. 

Helsby 

British  Insulated 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

Callender’s  Cables 
Works  Recreation 
Room 

at  2-0  p.m. 

Kingsley 

Hurst  Chapel 

Second  and  Fourth 
Wednesdays 
at  2-0  p.m. 

Runcorn 

Clinic  Centre 

Wednesdays 

Halton  Road 

10-0  a.m.  and  2-0  p.m. 

Grange  N.U., 

St.  Andrew’s  Church 

Second  and  Fourth 

Runcorn 

Hall,  Festival  Way 

Thursdays  of  month 
at  2-0  p.m. 

Stockton  Heath 

Clinic  Centre 

65  Whitefield  Road 

Mondays,  2-0  p.m. 

Weston  Point 

Russell  Road  Hall 

First  and  Third 
Thursdays  of  month 
at  2-0  p.m. 

In  addition  to  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  Orthopaedic,  Ophthal¬ 
mic,  Dental  and  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  are  held  at  Frodsham, 
Grappenhall,  Runcorn  and  Stockton  Heath  Clinics  during  the 
month,  and  at  Runcorn  and  Frodsham,  Ante-and  Post-Natal  clinics 
are  also  held  each  week.  A  Toddlers  Clinic  on  the  second  Friday 
of  the  month,  and  Physiotherapy  and  Speech  Clinics  are  held  at 
the  Runcorn,  Grappenhall,  Stockton  Heath  and  Frodsham  Clinics. 

Work  on  the  new  Clinic  Centre  on  the  Grange  Neighbourhood 
Unit,  Runcorn,  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Committee  inspected  the  Welfare  Clinics  at  Frodsham, 
Grappenhall,  Runcorn  and  Stockton  Heath,  and  the  Day  Nursery, 
Runcorn,  on  the  annual  inspection  of  County  owned  and  rented 
properties,  and  attention  was  given  to  alterations,  repairs  and  re¬ 
placements  required. 


Day  Nursery 

There  is  one  Day,  Nursery  in  the  Division,  situated  in  Okell 
Street,  Runcorn. 

During  the  year,  the  average  daily  attendance  of  the  Nursery 
was  35,  an  increase  of  5  on  the  previous  year. 

Attendances  at  the  various  clinics  held  at  the  Clinic  Centres 
and  for  the  Day  Nursery  are  given  in  the  following  tables: 


A.  Mothers’  Clinics: 

New  cases 

Total  attendances 

Ante-Natal  ... 

366 

2,222 

Post-Natal  ... 

7 

14 

Dental — 

Pre-Natal  . 

7 

30 

Nursing  Mothers 

12 

36 

Dentures  supplied 

10 

Young  Children’s  Clinics 

New  Cases 

Total  attendances 

(i)  Infant  Welfare: 

To  1  year . 

1,104 

9,330 

1  to  2  years 

— 

1,131 

2  to  5  years . 

— ■ — 

640 

(ii)  Specialist: 

Ophthalmic  (under  5) 

51 

133 

Dental  Treatment  (under  5) 

89 

181 

B.  (i)  Welfare  Centres — 


New  Cases 

Tote, 

/  Attendance 

>s 

0-1 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

Frodsham 

144 

882 

50 

10 

Grappenhall  . . 

210 

2,447 

366 

72 

Helsby 

103 

917 

114 

94 

Kingsley 

28 

261 

60 

95 

Runcorn 

272 

2,373 

276 

227 

Runcorn-Grange  N.U. 

113 

529 

82 

94 

Stockton  Heath 

152 

1,445 

135 

14 

Weston  Point  . . 

82 

476 

48 

34 

Totals  . . 

1,104 

9,330 

1,131 

640 

36 


B.  (ii)  Ophthalmic  Clinics 

Frodsham  . 

Grappenhall  . 

Runcorn 

Stockton  Heath  . 

Totals  ..4 


New  cases  Total  attendances 


14 

36 

2 

7 

24 

66 

11 

24 

51 

133 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 


Post-Natal  Clinics 


Clinic 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Attend¬ 

ances 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Attend¬ 

ances 

Frodsham  . 

141 

1,334 

1 

13 

Runcorn  . . 

225 

888 

— 

1 

Totals 

366 

2,222 

7 

14 

(iii)  Day  Nursery,  Runcorn 

Average  No. 

Attending  Total  attendances 

Aged  0 — 2  years  .  10  2,334 

Aged  2 — 5  years  .  25  5,925 


Sale  of  Branded  Welfare  Foods 

The  sale  of  proprietary  brands  of  Welfare  Foods  at  Kingsley, 
Runcorn,  Grange  N.U.  and  Weston  Point  is  carried  out  through 
my  office.  During  the  year  the  total  sales  amounted  to  £l,629-6-7d., 
an  increase  of  £101  over  the  previous  year. 


At  Frodsham,  Helsby,  Grappenhall  and  Stockton  Heath  clinics 
the  sale  of  Welfare  Foods  is  carried  out  by  voluntary  societies. 


37 


Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods — M.0.F. 

During  the  year  no  new  distribution  points  were  opened  in  the 
Division. 


The  following  are  details  of  the  distribution  points  and  com¬ 
modities  sold  during  the  year: 


Centre 

Commoditie 

s 

i 

N.D. 

Milk 

Half 

Cream 

Cod  Liver 
Oil 

A.  and  D . 
Capsules 

Orange 

Juice 

Runcorn 

3,835 

60 

253 

563 

3,149 

Appleton  . . 

661 

— 

19 

16 

145 

Frodsham  . . 

1,633 

76 

160 

176 

2,306 

Grange  N.U., 

Runcorn 

257 

3 

35 

37 

327 

Grappenhall 

1,835 

• — 

205 

276 

2,261 

Helsby 

577 

10 

80 

109 

1,180 

Kingsley 

205 

2 

27 

22 

155 

Manley 

415 

— 

14 

14 

206 

Moore 

171 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Norley 

674 

12 

22 

14 

240 

Preston  Brook 

200 

— 

7 

— 

83 

Stockton  Heath 

1,106 

— 

117 

260 

1,384 

Sutton  Weaver 

257 

— 

12 

15 

187 

Thelwall 

102 

— 

8 

20 

194 

Weston 

287 

— 

— 

2 

143 

Weston  Point 

1,209 

27 

18 

60 

487 

Total  Issues . . 

13,424 

190 

977 

1,584 

12,477 

Issues  to 

Institutions 

— 

— 

108 

— 

36 

Totals  for 

Division  . . 

13,424 

190 

1,085 

1,584 

12,513 

SECTION  23-— MIDWIFERY 


Under  this  Section  the  Committee  are  responsible  for: 

(i)  Provision,  where  necessary,  of  accommodation  for  mid¬ 
wives  and  the  maintenance,  repair  and  alterations  required  for 
such  premises; 

(ii)  Provision  of  transport  for  midwives  where  necessary  in 
cases  of  emergency. 

Apart  from  the  Midwives  residing  in  30  Georges  Crescent, 
Grappenhall,  and  10  Stanley  Villas,  Runcorn,  all  other  County 
Midwives  in  the  Division  reside  in  their  own  homes. 

During  the  year  the  Committee  inspected  the  County  rented 
midwives  properties  and  repairs  requiring  attention  were  dealt  with. 

Transport  and  medical  requisites  were  provided  as  and  when 
required. 
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SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING 


The  Committee  are  also  responsible  for  the  housing  accom¬ 
modation  of  Health  Visitors  but  in  this  Division  all  Health  Visitors 
reside  in  their  own  homes. 

SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING 

With  the  exception  of  the  three  district  nurses  in  Runcorn  and 
one  district  nurse/midwife  at  Budworth,  Frodsham,  Helsby  and 
Stretton,  who  reside  in  their  own  homes,  the  remainder  now  reside 
in  County  owned  or  rented  property. 

The  Committee  inspected  all  County  owned  and  rented  prop¬ 
erties  in  the  Division,  and  action  was  taken  regarding  any  altera¬ 
tions,  repairs  or  renewals  requiring  attention. 

SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Every  effort  was  again  made  during  the  year  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  parents  the  need  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  and 
immunised. 

During  the  year,  oral  poliomyelitis  vaccine  was  offered  to  all 
schoolchildren  who  had  started  school  during  the  year. 

Early  in  the  year  Diphtheria/Tetanus  immunisation  was  offered 
to  all  children  who  had  commenced  school  since  September  1962, 
and  a  total  of  1,140  children  were  immunised. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  all  schools  in  the  Division 
to  be  visited  annually  so  that  all  children  who  have  started  school 
during  the  year  can  be  given  immunisation. 

Regular  monthly  sessions  were  held  at  the  Frodsham,  Grap- 
penhall,  Runcorn  and  Stockton  Heath  Clinics  for  the  necessary 
injections  to  be  given. 

The  figures  set  out  in  the  following  tables,  compiled  from 
record  cards  received,  show  the  number  of  vaccinations  and  immu¬ 
nisations  carried  out  during  the  year.  For  comparison  purposes  the 
figures  for  the  previous  year  are  also  given* 


Vaccination 


Year 

Welfare 

Centres 

Schools 

Doctors' 

Surgery 

Total 

Primary 

1964 

20 

— 

440 

460 

1963 

42 

— 

262 

304 

Re-Vaccination 

1964 

— 

_ 

110 

110 

1963 

— 

— 

81 

81 

39 


Immimisatkm-— Primary 


Year 

Welfare 

Centres 

Schools 

Doctors' 

Surgery 

Total 

Diphtheria 

1964 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1963 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Combined  Whooping 

Cough  /  Diphtheria 

1964 

406 

55 

661 

1,122 

and  Tetanus 

1963 

362 

105 

588 

1,055 

Immunisation— Reinforcing  Injections 


Year 

Welfare 

Centres 

Schools 

Doctors' 

Surgery 

Total 

Diphtheria 

1964 

— 

— 

11 

11 

1963 

— 

— 

30 

30 

Combined  Whooping 

Cough  /  Diphtheria 

1964 

353 

1,085 

184 

1,622 

and  Tetanus 

1963 

65 

1,385 

51 

1,501 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  all  schools  in  the  Division  were 
visited  and  all  the  children  whose  parents  consented  were  given 
oral  poliomyelitis  vaccine.  A  total  of  810  children  were  vaccinated. 

The  total  number  of  children  in  the  Division  who  have  been 
vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis  either  by  oral  or  injected  vaccine 
remains  at  about  95%. 


SECTION  28 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Health  Visitors  were  informed  of  all  new  cases  and  asked 
to  visit  and  complete  the  environmental  report  sheet,  and  where 
the  patient  had  not  attended  the  Chest  Clinic  for  examination,  they 
were  advised  to  do  so.  Every  effort  was  made  to  persuade  the  con¬ 
tacts  to  attend  for  examination. 

On  receipt  of  the  completed  report  sheet,  these  were  checked 
to  ascertain  what  help  was  required. 
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Details  of  cases  during  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December 
1964  are  as  follows: — 


Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pulmonary 

i 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(a)  Total  number  of  cases  on 

register: — 

1st  January,  1964 

151 

118 

15 

24 

308 

31st  December,  1964  . . 

149 

112 

16 

25 

302 

(i b )  Removals  from  register, 

1st  January  to  31st  Decern- 

ber,  1964: — 

Died 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Left  district 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Recovered 

8 

7 

— 

— 

15 

Lost  sight  of  . . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

9 

9 

— 

— 

18 

( c )  No .  of  notifications  received 

1st  January  to  31st  Decern- 

ber,  1964: — 

New  cases 

6 

2 

1 

1 

10 

Transfers 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Restored  to  register  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

3 

1 

1 

12 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

During  the  year  parents  of  children  in  the  13  years  age  group 
attending  schools  in  the  Division  were  given  the  opportunity  of 
having  them  given  B.C.G.  vaccination,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  there  was  a  very  good  response,  approximately  83%  agreeing 
to  the  vaccination  of  their  children. 

The  following  schools  were  visited  during  the  period  under 
review: — 

Balfour  Road  County  Secondary  Schools  Runcorn 
Runcorn  The  Grange  County  Secondary  School 
St.  Edwards  R.C.  School,  Runcorn 
Helsby  County  Grammar  Schools  (Boys  and  Girls) 

Helsby  County  Secondary  School 
Frodsham  County  Secondary  School 
Kingsley  County  Secondary  School 
Stockton  Heath  County  Secondary  School 
Grappenhall  Hall  Special  School,  Grappenhall 
Belmont  Hall  College,  Gt.  Budworth 
Netherton  House  School,  Frodsham 
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Details  of  the  number  of  forms  issued,  tests  carried  out  and 
B.C.G.  given  during  the  year  are  as  follows: — 


Before  Vaccination: 

No.  of  consent  forms  issued  .  798 

No.  of  children  for  whom  consent  received  ...  683 

No.  Mantoux  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  581 

No.  positive  to  Mantoux  test  ...  ...  ...  104 

No.  vaccinated  with  B.C.G .  ...  477 

No.  re-vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  ...  ...  11 

After  B.C.G.  Vaccination: 

No.  positive  to  follow-up  Mantoux  (12  months)  435 

No.  negative  „  „  (12  months)  11 


Following  the  Adrian  report  on  x-ray  hazards,  the  practice  of 
sending  children  under  15  to  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit 
was  discontinued.  Now,  instead  of  x-raying  all  mantoux  positive 
children,  only  those  children  with  a  strong  positive  mantoux  are 
x-rayed. These  are  done  at  the  Chest  Clinic  by  arrangements  with 
Dr.  Hughes.  The  parents  of  these  children  are  also  notified  to 
attend  for  x-ray  in  an  endeavour  to  find  possible  contacts. 


Care  of  the  Aged 

Under  the  County  Council  Chiropody  Scheme  for  persons  over 
65  and  handicapped  persons,  a  total  of  604  patients  were  given 
treatment.  During  the  year  a  total  of  2,935  treatments  were  given, 
1,374  at  the  Chiropodist’s  Surgery  and  1,561  at  the  patients’  homes. 

The  “Meals  on  Wheels”  service  proved  very  useful  to  the 
elderly  who  are  housebound. 


Loan  of  Nursing  Euipment 

Supplies  of  Nursing  equipment,  apparatus,  etc.,  are  available 
for  loan  to  patients  from  stocks  supplied  to  district  nurses  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  scale  agreed  to  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and 
my  Committee.  A  reserve  stock  is  also  kept  at  my  Divisional  Office. 

The  demand  for  the  loan  of  this  equipment  again  greatly  in¬ 
creased  during  the  year. 
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Aids  for  the  Disabled 


In  addition  to  small  items  of  equipment  loaned  to  patients 
under  the  medical  loan  scheme,  a  number  of  special  items  and 
alterations  to  premises  have  been  approved  by  the  Committee,  and 
the  following  is  a  brief  description  of  these  items: — 


Handrails  supplied  to  outside  of  house,  to  enable  patient  to 
use  her  wheelchair. 

Provision  of  double  gates,  alterations  to  the  kerb  and  path  to 
garage,  for  patient  being  supplied  with  invalid  car. 


Handicapped  Persons 

Visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  persons  on  the  Handi¬ 
capped  Persons  Register,  and  help  arranged  where  necessary. 

Two  Handicapped  Persons’  Clubs  were  opened  during  the  year, 
one  at  Frodsham  and  the  other  at  Grappenhall,  and  these  have  been 
well  attended. 
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SECTION  29— DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


The  number  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  31st  December  was 

82. 


The  number  of  cases  provided  with  domestic  help  during  the 
year  increased  from  303  to  336,  an  increase  of  33.  The  total  num¬ 
ber  of  hours  domestic  helps  were  supplied  to  cases  was  48,710 
compared  with  43,635  in  1963,  an  increase  of  5,075  hours. 

The  following  table  shows  the  types  of  case  supplied  with  help 
during  1963  and  1964: — 

Confinement  Tuberculosis  Aged  Cases  of  other 
Year  Cases  Cases  Persons  Illness 

1963  52  1  217  33 

1964  57  1  231  47 

At  31st  December  1964,  there  were  211  protracted  cases 
remaining  on  the  register,  an  increase  of  73  on  the  1963  total. 

2,765  domiciliary  visits  were  made  during  1964  by  the  Domes¬ 
tic  Help  Supervisor,  and  23,841  visits  by  domestic  helps. 

During  the  year  the  Committee  considered  all  cases  supplied 
with  the  services  of  a  domestic  help. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  tabled  above,  a  further  167  applica¬ 
tions  were  received  where  help  was  not  provided,  either  because 
private  arrangements  were  made,  or  because  the  applicant  refused 
to  pay  the  assessed  charge  for  the  service. 

The  table  shows  an  increase  of  5  in  the  number  of  Maternity 
cases  attended,  and  a  further  15  cases  were  booked  where  the 
applicants  were  eventually  admitted  to  hospital,  or  other  arrange¬ 
ments  made. 

As  demands  on  the  service  continue  to  increase,  constant  re¬ 
appraisal  of  need  is  necessary,  as  help  to  current  cases  has  to  be 
cut  so  that  requests  for  help  from  deserving  applicants  may  be  met. 
This  raises  the  question  of  the  need  for  expansion  as  re-visiting, 
for  the  purposes  of  re-assessment  and  supervision,  is  already  a 
major  problem. 

The  case  load  already  on  the  register,  plus  the  problem  of 
recruitment  of  suitable  help,  particularly  in  the  rural  areas,  tend  to 
restrict  the  natural  growth  of  the  service. 
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